
As ever, the motley crew were 
instructed to bring passports 
and EU health cards, but not one 
had any expectation that France 
and back was possible Saturday 
to Monday given Friday was 
usually reserved for training. 

Less than a week to go and 
expectations increased upon 
receiving a second reminder 
from Sam, but I for one was not 
holding my breath, especially 
since the weather forecast 
remained dismal. 

Three of us travelled from 
Hertfordshire; Anthony and Nick 

being seasoned yacht sailors and 
myself a complete amateur, but 
at least with some knowledge 
of Royalist old and new, albeit 
a participant in what Miles 
described in his article Spring 
2016 newsletter as ‘The Cruise 
that Almost Was’.

We lunched en-route Friday at 
the Bayside Cabin in Gosport 
which I recommend (including 
good sea views), and I told my 
companions to enjoy their last 
decent meal for a few days.  

When they saw the Royalist they 
were seriously impressed and, 
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“It was an amazing experience being onboard the 
new ship”
“I worked hard during the week and gained more 
invaluable skills”
POC Gareth, Northern Area

“I had an excellent time and gained lots of new 
skills such as being able to helm a ship and how 
the sails work”
“I would like to say thank you again for your help 
and that it is very much appreciated”
AC Jodie, Northern Area

“During my week aboard i put my seamanship 
and teamwork skills into practice and also made 
new friends. At the end of the week i gained 
my Competant Crew quali!cation, successfully 
navigated the yacht into Holyhead Marine (At 
NIGHT!!)”
“I had an amazing experience and collected 
invaluable memories” 
“Without your contribution, i wouldn’t have been 
able to have this experience, Thank You!”
AC Laura, Northern Area

“The sail went without a hitch and we arrived 
about 1530 that afternoon. We stayed on a 
swinging mooring in the channel for that night, so 
for shore leave we had to get a water taxi to shore, 
which was quite fun. We were told that tomorrows 
sail would be rough and we would need a lot to 
eat that night and the morning after.”
“All of this would not have been possible without 
the massive help from The Baxter and Grimshaw 
Trust and The Square Rigger Club. I would like to 
use this opportunity to give a huge, huge thank 
you to all involved. ”
AC Thomas, Eastern Area

As you can see, the support of the Square Rigger 
Club Charity is very much appreciated by the 
cadets, without you our members, we wouldn’t 
be able to help these young people to acheive 
their dreams. If you would like to know more 
about our bursary scheme, or would like to make 
a dontation to help us continue to support the 
young people of the Sea Cadets, please visit our 
website, or email 
bursaries@squareriggerclub.org.uk.

A Weekend Aboard with the Square Rigger Club May Charter on TS Royalist
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Square Riggers under 
sail and on the way to 

France!!

like me, raring to go.

The cast for this saga assembled, 
and comprised:

Captain:     Angie Morris
Sailing Master:    John Etheridge
Engineer:     Allan Martin 
Engineer 2:     Dave Hawkins
Coxswain:     Gemma Palmer 
Cook:       Nigel Frazer
Cooks Asst:          Annette Edmonds 
Bosun:      Helen Tamlyn
Watch O!cer 1: Jonathan Tatlow 
Watch O!cer 2: Marina Harden

The ‘castaways’ of all shapes and 
sizes numbered 23.  Great to see a 
few old companions from last year 
and earlier, plus new faces.  We 
mustered by 1600 hrs, including 
Tima hoping to sail this time!

The cast were introduced by 
Captain Angie who announced we 
were indeed heading for France 
overnight.  Training was to be in 
real time although some prep was 
necessary before we set o" from 
Petrol Pier initially, of course, under 
power.

Dinner was pork in an amazing 
sauce served promptly at 1800 hrs.  
It never ceases to amaze me the 
quality of the food for 30+ diners 

emanating from a tiny galley – 
perhaps a lesson in ergonomics for 
a t.v. cookery programme?  I think 
Anthony and Nick realised I had 
been joking about the meals.  The 
food throughout our ‘cruise’ was 
excellent thanks to Nigel and his 
able assistant Annette (whom I last 
met when she, as then Coxswain, 
recovered myself and a friend from 
The Solent following a real M.O.B. 
tip-o" the sea boat a few Mays - 
and maydays ago).   Cox Gemma 
also assisted Nigel. 

Somehow we had been sorted 
into watches and assigned a watch 
leader. Able seamen shot up 
the ratlins, across yard arms and 
undid gaskets.  We departed at 
2045 hrs with great expectations 
to Cherbourg, learning the ropes 
on the way.  Bets were placed as 
to which side of the Isle of Wight 
we would pass, and East it was, 
although in the dark.  A great deal 
of activity on board shot us up the 
learning/remembering curve and 
we were soon sailing with a good 
following wind.

Watches, complete with life jackets 
commenced at 2200 hrs – two 
hours on, six o".  The sea was 
fairly heavy and a few castaways 
su"ered but only momentarily.  Port 

Are you planning to do something 
crazy and outrageous? Climbing down 
the outside of a building? Running the 
Marathon?

Why Not Sponsor It? it only takes a few 
minutes to set up a fundraising page 
and with the help of our members 
and their contacts, you could raise 
hundreds for the Square Rigger Club!

If you need any assistance getting 
your page set up or getting your event 
o" the ground then speak to our 
committee members and they will be 
able to help.

To kick o" fundraising e"orts, our 
very own Newsletter Editor, James, is 
going to be throwing himself out of a 
perfectly good plane at 10,000 feet! 

James will raising money for Square 
Rigger Club and Southwark Unit of the 
Sea Cadets, where he volunteers his 
time on a regular basis. the total raised 
will be split equally between the 2 
charities.

Look out for further information in the 
coming months!!!

Square Rigger 
Fundraising 
E"orts...



Forward watch, including myself 
& Nick and headed by John (The 
Inquisitor) took #rst watch and 
the Royalist settled down to a 
cracking speed as we passed St. 
Catherine’s Lighthouse.  Of course 
we were mentored by some of 
the cast.

As ever each watch switched 
positions including at the 
helm with the usual handover 
procedures as we crossed the 
busy shipping lane – ships lights 
all over the sea.

Sustenance was awaiting all 
watches and the changeovers 
were smooth, although not so 
smooth was the climbing up 
and down bunks occupied by 
sleepers and snorers in the dark 
small hours. 

I must however endorse what 
Miles said earlier about the 
quantum leap in comfort below 
decks – amazing change from the 
old Royalist stow-able cots where 
turning over was constrained by 
the backside hanging down from 
the bunk above you!

Breakfast Saturday comprised 
of bacon sandwiches – most 
welcome prior to our #nal sail 
to Cherbourg’s outer harbour 
where we moored from midday 
for a couple of hours prior 
to our slot through the inner 
canal gates, and the swing road 
bridge.  Following superb Angie 
manoeuvres to quayside which 
attracted many a spectator, we 
moored, tidied up, and were 
eventually stood down.  The 
ship was boarded by a hen party 
(photos can be purchased), which 
created some mirth.  Strangely 
however, no one owned up to 
inviting them on board.

Several of us went ashore for a 
meal which followed basking 
in the sun at a bar – soon to 
be joined by Chris of the Black 

Country.  A native lady who 
spoke perfect English asked 
us which way we intended to 
vote in the Referendum, but 
more importantly, told us of an 
excellent restaurant to dine at.  A 
table for four in an empty eatery 
is a bit of a downer, but Chris’s 
jokes kept us entertained and 
as the place #lled up rapidly we 
enjoyed a splendid meal with 
excellent wines.  However later 
we heard what our companions 
had eaten on board and 
wondered whether we had made 
the right decision!

Sunday morning greeted us with 
an excellent cooked breakfast 
followed by duties including 
cleaning heads, amazing 
spectators who watched us 
scrubbing boards quayside under 
Marina’s supervision.  The native 
madams were no doubt grati#ed 
to see so many female sailors 
giving orders.

By 1515 hrs Sunday we were 
ready for the slot for lock gates 
and swing bridge to open up 
for our exit and their operators 
didn’t let us down.  Motor was 
overtaken by sail once we cleared 
the outer harbour and o" we set 

overnight back to Gosport.

The weather had been brilliant 
since we set o" on Friday with 
no rain and lots of sun, but more 
importantly, good winds.  The 
journey home was on calmer 
seas, part sail, part motor. 

On the 0200 to 0400 watch, the 
moon was orange.  The sky was 
mainly clear and starlit.  Distant 
shadows and lights on the 
horizon were monitored carefully, 
knowing the distance from 
horizon to us was only 10 to 20 
minutes away.  The observations 
were both on the radar screen by 
Sailing Master John, and visual 
with or without binoculars.  Nick’s 
mobile telephone compass kept 
an eye on other ships’ bearings 
and at least one large ship altered 
direction for us.  It was surprising 
how much tra!c was out there, 
some of which was actually not 
moving at all – probably tankers 
anchored until oil prices move 
up.  In contrast the Royalist 
was moving at speed, one time 
managing to reach 8.3 knots. 
Back to bunk, I at least took my 
shoes o", later emerging on deck 
0700 with many others to #nd 
some of the later night shift had 
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Captain Angie keeping 
a watchful eye on the 

Square Riggers!



repositioned some canvas.

Excellent breakfast again.  We 
passed The Needles, this time 
on their West and had a $eet 
run up The Solent back to 
Petrol Pier.

The ‘cast’ were excellent, and 
amongst their many qualities 
were patience, for which we 
are all grateful.  Another one 
being sheer professionalism. 

Many thanks to Jonathan 
the singer/guitarist who 
entertained us with some 
interesting shanties.

The new Royalist is 
superb, the permanent 
crew excellent, and the 
food wonderful.  As to 
the rest of us I think it 
accurate to say what a 
great time each of us had.

Until next time, 

2 - 6 - HEAVE!
Mike Moult

SRCC Member

Square Riggers safely 
back to Gosport after 

the weekend charter to 
FRANCE!!!

Square Rigger Club Charity - June 2016
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Come and sail the magnificent
new TS ROYALIST with the
SquareRiggerClubCharity!

If you have enjoyed sailing in the original ship -
haverecently enjoyed sailing to Cherbourg
in the new ship or have never sailed a
square rigger - and would like to - there are
still a few remaining available berths.

Join in Bristol on 10th
September 2016 and sail to
Falmouth, arriving on 16th

September.
Head to www.squareriggerclub.org.uk for
more information or to book your berth

immediately, go straight to:
https://webcollect.org.uk/srcc.

Like to speak to someone direct? Then
call the Charter Secretary, Sam Smith

T: 07708 038971


