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Delectable, collectable, companionable, 
entertaining, eye-opening . . .

These are just a few of the words that readers use to describe Slightly Foxed, the 
quarterly book review that refreshes parts that other literary magazines cannot 
reach. Its fans are somewhat individual – independent-minded types who 
aren’t carried away by the latest hype from the big booksellers and publishers. 
And so are its contributors – addicted readers who write vividly and personally 
about favourite books that, over time, have cheered, influenced, comforted and 
diverted them. Good-looking, intelligent, and slightly eccentric, Slightly Foxed 
is really more like a bookish friend than a literary review. So why not give an 
issue or one of our books a try, or take the plunge and subscribe for the year? 

‘Slightly Foxed is a perfect readers’ periodical and every issue  
is a joy. In its pages, books you don’t yet know come to light 

and books you already love come to life.’ Adam Foulds

‘A wonderful publication, at once 
unpretentious and lively, edifying and 

fun. It manages to be not only a superb 
guide to many excellent books but also to 
offer writing of its own that is remarkably 

entertaining.’ The Author

Single issues from £12.50 | Subscriptions from £48 | Worldwide shipping 
www.foxedquarterly.com • Tel +44 (0) 20 7033 0258 

Slightly Foxed Ltd, 53 Hoxton Square, London N1 6PB UK



SEA FEVER, North Norfolk’s festival of poetry and prose, is the successor to the 
long-established Poetry-next-the-Sea.

A few months ago in May we welcomed to the Maltings in Wells authors and 
poets including Julia Blackburn, Roger Law, Kevin Crossley-Holland and Sir 
Andrew Motion. Now we are opening a new chapter of the festival by using the 
proximity of Trafalgar Day to celebrate the man dubbed by Byron, ‘Britannia’s God 
of War.’

Horatio Nelson was of course born and bred on the Norfolk coast, is said to 
have learned to sail here, was raised to the peerage and styled Baron Nelson of 
the Nile and Burnham Thorpe in the aftermath of his great 1798 Mediterranean 
victory, and declared ‘I am a Norfolk Man and Glory in being so.’ Norfolk is 
Nelson County.

This programme introduces the events, the speakers, and this new October 
festival as a whole.

It’s enough to say here that we are delighted to have persuaded a series of 
highly distinguished experts on the age of Nelson not only to explore the great 
war-lord’s own achievement but also to celebrate some of the other great prose 
and poetry of - and about - the time.

We very much hope that you enjoy the programme – and indeed that you do so 
sufficiently to return next May to enjoy the event that we are now (naturally) 
feverishly planning: Sea Fever 4.

Jim Ring and David Waller, Festival Directors



Time Speaker/Chair Event

10:00 David Waller Event 1. The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s ballad is one of the best loved poems in the 
language – and one which just happens to have been published in the 
year of Nelson’s victory at the Nile. Festival co-director David Waller 
presides over readings from – and a discussion of – this masterpiece.

11:30 Admiral Chris 
Parry

Event 2. Nelson: Under Command and Under Control?

Best known as a senior commander in his own right, Nelson acquired 
his fighting skills and much of his contemporary reputation under 
the command of others. Here, Admiral Dr Chris Parry brings his own 
extensive naval experience and academic research to bear on the 
intriguing question of what it was like to have Nelson as a subordinate. 
This is a fresh take on Nelson from a naval officer famed for speaking 
his mind.

13:00 Martyn Downer 
and Ian Scott

Event 3. Nelson Unveiled: Downer and Scott on Nelson

Two Nelson specialists – Ian Scott and Martyn Downer – will comment on 
paintings and pictures from a private collection of Nelson memorabilia. 
They tell Nelson’s story from his farewell to his grandmother when he 
went to sea aged 12, through familiar and unfamiliar scenes from his life 
to his funeral at St Paul’s Cathedral. A rare opportunity to see and hear 
about a very special collection.

13:00 Kevin Crossley-
Holland

Event 4. Schools Poetry Recital Competition

Memorising and reciting poetry is an art in its own right. As part of our 
Nelson theme, local schools here on the coast have been asked to choose 
poems reflecting Nelson’s characteristics (or virtues and defects) for 
recital by their pupils. They’ve done so with real passion.

At this event a panel led by the poet and novelist Kevin Crossley-Holland 
will judge the results.

14:30 Professor 
Andrew 
Lambert

Event 5. Nelson of the Nile and Burnham Thorpe.

It was after Nelson’s great victory at Aboukir Bay in August 1798 that 
Nelson was raised to the peerage. He took a title that celebrated both 
the famous victory and his much-loved birthplace – almost within hailing 
distance of the Maltings itself. Although Nelson is much more firmly 
associated in our imagination with Trafalgar, at this event Professor 
Lambert argues that the Battle of the Nile was of considerably greater 
strategic significance. Indeed, it was ‘arguably the most decisive 
engagement in the great age of sail.’



16:00 Admiral Chris 
Parry

Event 6. CS Forester v Patrick O’Brian

Nelson provided inspiration for the two great novelists of the Napoleonic 
Wars at sea: CS Forester (creator of Horatio Hornblower) and Patrick 
O’Brian, who wrote the Jack Aubrey/Stephen Maturin books. Each sequence 
has its supporters. The New York Times declared of O’Brian, ‘His Aubrey-
Maturin series, 20 novels of the Royal Navy in the Napoleonic Wars, is a 
masterpiece. It will outlive most of today’s putative literary gems as Sherlock 
Holmes has outlived Bulwer-Lytton, as Mark Twain has outlived Charles 
Reade.’ Winston Churchill was Forester’s greatest fan. ‘I find Hornblower 
admirable, vastly entertaining.’ This debate is being staged to help members 
of the festival audience hone their own views, with competing teams putting 
the case for each of these iconic writers. Who will prevail?

17:30 Dan Worsley Event 7. Remember Tom Pocock.

Tom Pocock, who died in 2007, was a biographer, war correspondent, 
journalist and naval historian. A longstanding enthusiast for the North 
Norfolk coast, it was Tom whose books about Nelson and his times 
revived interested in the great admiral in the years after WW2 – a national 
enthusiasm that culminated in the bi-centenary celebrations for Trafalgar 
in 2005.

At this event his friends, colleagues and relatives will remember Tom. 
They will raise a glass to his life and his achievement in restoring Nelson 
to the pedestal on which he so rightly belongs.

All events will be staged in the auditorium at the Maltings, with the exceptions 
of the Scott/Downer talk on Nelson memorabilia (Event 3) and the tribute to 
Tom Pocock (Event 7). These will be held in the Maltings Handa Gallery.

Tickets for the festival are on sale through Wells Maltings.
In person: visitor information office, Wells Maltings, Staithe Street NR23 1AU
By phone: 01328 710885  Online: www.wellsmaltings.org.uk
All events are priced at £10, with one exception: the Schools' Poetry Competition 
(Event 4) is £2.50. Omnibus tickets are available for the whole festival at £35.

Disclaimer
This programme is correct at 
the time of going to print, but 
illness and other unavoidable 
causes may cause us to make 
changes up to and in the 
course of the festival.



Kevin Crossley-Holland
 Kevin is a translator, children’s author and poet. His best-known work is the Arthur trilogy (2000-
2003), for which he won the Guardian Prize. One of the founders of Poetry-next-the-Sea, Kevin was 
awarded the 1985 Carnegie Medal and 2007 ‘Anniversary Top Ten’ recognition from British librarians 
for his novella Storm. He latest book is a collaboration with the photographer Andy Rafferty, Seahenge: 
A Journey.

Martyn Downer
Martyn Downer is a leading dealer of historic jewels, objects and artefacts, especially relating to the 
Royal Navy in the era of Nelson. A former director of Sotheby’s London, he is editor of Despatches, 
the journal of Nelson Society, and the author of the 2004 bestseller Nelson’s Purse – the story of his 
discovery of the trove of lost treasures belonging to Nelson.

Professor Andrew Lambert
 Andrew Lambert is Laughton Professor of Naval History in the Department of War Studies, King’s 
College London, author of numerous works of naval history including: Nelson: Britannia’s God of War. His 
work focuses on the naval and strategic history of the British Empire between the Napoleonic Wars and 
the First World War, and the early development of naval historical writing. In 2014 he was awarded the 
Anderson Medal by the Society for Nautical Research for The Challenge: Britain against America in the 
Naval War of 1812.

Admiral Chris Parry
 Rear-Admiral Dr Chris Parry is a decorated veteran of the Falklands War and several other operational 
and combat tours, has a Masters degree in Modern History from Oxford, and a doctorate in the 
Psychology of Command; his books include Super Highway: Sea Power in the 21st Century. On leaving the 
Navy he became the first Chair of the UK Government’s Marine Management Organisation. He is now a 
strategic forecaster and risk expert, well known as a speaker and broadcaster.

Ian Scott
 Ian Scott is a trustee of a private collection of Nelson memorabilia. He is the Executive Director of the 
Emerging Markets Symposium at Green Templeton College. He has engaged with emerging markets for 
nearly fifty years, initially with UNDP and for 25 years at the World Bank where he worked on operations 
and strategic management. After leaving the Bank he has divided his time between academe, advising 
senior managers in the public, private and voluntary sectors and writing. He is the author or co-author 
of six books.

David Waller
David is Sea Fever’s co-director. A former journalist at the Financial Times, as communications director 
of the Man Group he was closely involved with the Man Booker prize. His 2009 biography of the Victorian 
grand dame Gertrude Tennant was widely acclaimed. It was followed by a portrait of the Victorian 
strongman Eugene Sandow, Iron Men and The Reputation Game.

Dan Worsley
 After Cambridge, Dan became a barrister and then a judge. Based in Norfolk for 40 years, he was a 
longstanding friend of Tom Pocock and remains a great admirer of his work. I am Horatio Nelson, written 
and published by Dan and his brother Richard in 2005, was graced with a foreword by Tom and raised 
more than £20,000 for victims of the 2004 tsunami in Sri Lanka.



Poetry-next-the Sea was established in 1997 by Alan Byford, John Coleridge 
and Kevin Crossley-Holland. Its principal aim was the promotion of poetry, with 
a focus on an annual festival in Wells-next-the-Sea. The Festival succeeded in 
its ambition of bringing poets of national and international standing to Wells, 
promoting the work of local poets and encouraging the practise of writing – and 
the enjoyment of – poetry. Writers and poets appearing at the Festival have 
included: Fleur Adcock, Simon Armitage, Gillian Clarke, David Constantine, Vicki 
Feaver, Sophie Hannah, Matthew Hollis, Kathleen Jamie, P.J. Kavanagh, Mimi 
Khalvati, Hugh Lupton, Esther Morgan, Andrew Motion, Brian Patten, Jacob 
Polley, Jo Shapcott, Penelope Shuttle, John Siddique, Jean Sprackland, Pauline 
Stainer, Jon Stallworthy, Michael Symmons Roberts, George Szirtes, Hugo 
Williams and Kit Wright. As Delaval Astley put it, ‘The poetry festival has more than 
a toehold at Wells-next-the Sea. It could easily have come and gone, as if dragged 
away by an undiscriminating tide, but it has dug itself in – a tenacious and welcome 
May-time feature.’

Fiona Fraser retired as artistic director of PNTS in 2017. The new directors felt 
that the festival’s 21st birthday and its return to its original home at the Maltings 
constituted a reincarnation that merited a change in name. Sea Fever, whilst 
being true to the spirit of PNTS, seemed both a little more distinctive and more 
flexible. The festival was held in the annexe to the Maltings in May 2018, and in 
the Maltings itself in May 2019 – the latter event headlined by Sir Andrew Motion, 
Roger Law, Julia Blackburn and Kevin Crossley-Holland.

Sea Fever is directed by Jim Ring and David Waller. Both read English at Oxford 
and are themselves established writers. Its patrons are the distinguished 
literary critic Dame Gillian Beer and the poet Matthew Hollis, commissioning 
editor of poetry at Faber and Faber. Jim and David are supported by an advisory 
board: Jeremy Brettingham, Sophie Butler, Rosalind English, Clare Lewis, Peter 
Stanford, Ian Scott and Vicky Rangely-Wilson. The festival is administered by Kate 
Faire and Claire Dowley.

The festival has been generously supported since its inception by the North and 
West Norfolk solicitors Hayes and Storr.



Tony Britten is the director of local production company Capriol Films 
- you may have enjoyed his feature film comedies: In Love with Alma 
Cogan and ChickLit, or his more serious work such as his John Wilbye 
biography; Draw on Sweet Night or Benjamin Britten – Peace and 
Conflict, produced for the Britten centenary in 2013. His latest film; 
Through Lotte’s Lens, about the ‘Hitler Emigres’ was released last year.

As he works with an increasing 
number of international arts 
filmmakers, Tony has become aware 
of the many wonderful films and 
series that are never seen in the 
UK. He launched The Arts Channel 
in May, to fill this very perceptible 
gap in music and arts on television. 

Covering all genres, we acquire series and films from all over Europe 
and North America, as well as by British filmmakers and we also co 
produce and commission original and unique material for the channel, 
which can viewed on all formats from mobile phones to televisions.  


